
Cather Core Knowledge Program

CURRICULUM

The Core Knowledge Geography and History Sequence introduces
and develops a spatial and physical sense of the world while
providing a basic understanding of events and ideas in history.
Geographical studies encompass physical processes, human and
environmental interactions, cultural and location relationships, and
region and cultural characteristics. The history studies expose
students to early, ancient and modern civilizations while they gain
an appreciation of the important leaders, events, and history of our
country. These combined studies provide a firm foundation of
pertinent factual knowledge, which equip students with
information to become critical thinkers and citizens.

HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY

E.D. Hirsch's science and health includes physical, earth, and life
sciences. Student knowledge of the life sciences is learned through
observation, experience, and the use of the scientific method.
Through this process students will learn to read for information
and synthesize their thoughts in writing.

SCIENCE/HEALTH

The E.D. Hirsh Core Knowledge sequence helps children
develop awareness of the history of art, elements of design, and
techniques used in drawing and painting.

ART

Spalding phonics is the foundation of the reading, spelling, and
writing program to be used in the Core Knowledge Program. The
Writing Road to Reading by Romalda Spalding serves as a general
guide for this program. A multi-sensory approach (see it, hear it, say
it, write it) is used for explicit, intensive, systematic phonics
instruction. Proper handwriting, correct spelling, and use of spelling
rules, as well as vocabulary, comprehension skills, listening skills, and
reading are stressed. 
The Core Knowledge Language Arts Program and Open Court
Reading are part of the literature component for the reading program.
Classics and other books with wholesome ideas will be used.
Teachers read to their students daily. E.D. Hirsch's recommended
literature selections and common sayings are incorporated.
The Shurley Method, a multi-sensory approach, includes practice and
skills in fundamental grammar, usage, English rules, and composition.
Writing and poetry are an integral part of the program. Students also
learn proper delivery for oral presentation through poetry or prose
recitations.

READING/LANGUAGE ARTS

The Saxon Mathematics program provides emphasis on
standard mathematical functions, as well as story problems.
The students are taught to be mathematical problem solvers.
Frequent drills on math facts ensure familiarity through
practice. The Saxon program is supplemented to ensure
mastery of district and state standards and indicators. 

MATH

Music and PE are taught on a daily rotation basis using the
district curriculum frameworks.

MUSIC/PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Although academic skills are the critical components of the
Core Knowledge Program, technology devices are used
when appropriate to enhance learning and provide multiple
ways for students to express the content and skills that
they have gained.

TECHNOLOGY




